
 
 
 
February 14, 2011 
 
Members of Congress: 
 
As you examine agency budgets for the remainder of fiscal year 2011, we strongly urge you to fully 
fund the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation 
Act (TIFIA).   
 
Through the use of the TIFIA program, state and local governments are able to invest in nationally 
and regionally significant transportation infrastructure projects.  These projects create thousands of 
much needed construction related jobs and, just as important, improve the transportation system of 
this country.  TIFIA provides credit assistance such as low-interest direct loans to leverage scarce 
federal funds and support projects that utilize a specific local revenue stream for repayment. 
 
TIFIA is a highly successful federal program and is currently oversubscribed.  There are many more 
projects awaiting TIFIA type assistance than the funding available under the program.  The TIFIA 
program remains one of the critical methods available in this country to advance major 
transportation projects by leveraging private sector funding.  While we would like to see the 
program’s capacity increased and are working to do so as part of the SAFETEA-LU authorization 
process, it is critical that Congress provide the authorized level of $122 million this fiscal year.  
Given the fact that this authorized level can be leveraged to over a billion dollars of infrastructure 
investment, there are few federal programs that provide this return-on-investment for the American 
taxpayer and the economy as a whole. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

[Signatures on following page]  
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Steve Finnegan 
Government Affairs Manager 
Auto Club of Southern California 

 
 
 
Linda K. von Quintus 
 Vice President, Government & Community 
Affairs 
AAA Texas 

 
 
 
 
Terry M. Brechtel 
Executive Director  
Alamo Regional Mobility Authority 

 
 
 
 
John McGee 
Executive Director for Planning and Policy 
Arizona Department of Transportation 

 
 
 
 
Kome Ajise  
Program Manager 
Public Private Partnership Program 
California Department of Transportation 

 
 
 
 
 
Pete Sepulveda, Jr.  
RMA Coordinator 
Cameron County Regional Mobility Authority 

 
 
 
 
Mike Heiligenstein 
Executive Director  
Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority 

 
 
 
 
Jennifer Schaufele 
Executive Director 
Denver Regional Council of Governments 

 
 
 
Arthur T. Leahy 
Chief Executive Officer 
Los Angeles County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 

 
 
 
 
Dennis Smith 
Executive Director 
Maricopa Association of Governments 

 
 

 
Steve Heminger 
Executive Director 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission 

 
 
 
Jeff Austin, III 
Chairman 
North East Texas Regional Mobility Authority 

 
 
 
 
Will Kempton 
Chief Executive Officer 
Orange County Transportation Authority 

 
 
 
 
Jacob Snow 
General Manager 
Regional Transportation Commission 
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Anne Mayer 
Executive Director 
Riverside County Transportation Commission 

 
 
 
 
Deborah Robinson Barmack 
Executive Director 
San Bernardino Associated Governments 

 
 
 
 
Gary Gallegos 
Executive Director 
San Diego Association of Governments 

 
 
 
 
Michael T. Burns 
General Manager 
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

 

 
Hasan Ikhrata 
Executive Director 
Southern California Association of 
Governments 

 
 
 
 
Thomas E. Margo 
Chief Executive Officer 
Transportation Corridor Agencies 

 
 
 
Amadeo Saenz, Jr. 
Executive Director 
Texas Department of Transportation 

 
 
 

 


